
ARRANGEMENTS FOR WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS AT ST. GILES

This form MUST be returned duly completed to the Parish Office as soon as possible and no later than three months before the date of the wedding/blessing.

Changes to details on this form can be emailed or telephoned to the Parish Office after this form has been returned.

Date and time of your wedding/blessing:

Names of bride and groom:

Name of Best man:

Names and ages of bridesmaids/pageboys:
Approx. Number of guests:

Service:  Marriage (Common Worship)



(
Rings:  ONE/TWO?


   Blessing of Marriage  




(

   Is Holy Communion to be included in your service
(
Hymns:  (maximum of 3)

1.




2.






3.

Music during:
Bride's entrance:



Signing of Registers:



Couples’ exit:

USEFUL INFORMATION
ORGANISTS:

The Organists are always happy to advise on music and organ voluntaries for weddings and are usually available on a Sunday after the 10.00 a.m. Family Service or 6.30 p.m. Evensong at St. Giles if you wish to contact them.

BANNS DATES (Special Licence does not require reading of Banns):

Your Banns will be read at St. Giles at our main service at 10.00 a.m. and you are welcome to attend with members of your family and others.  If you would like your Banns to be read at the 6.30 p.m. service please let the priest who is taking the service know before the service begins.  Banns are usually read on the first three Sundays of the month which is two months before your wedding, e.g. if you are getting married in June the Banns will be read on the first three Sundays in April. It is not necessary for you to attend Church when your Banns are being read but it can be a moving and special experience to hear your names in Church and have the Church pray for you.

Do not forget that if either, or both, of you live in another Parish your banns must be read in your local Parish Church and you should contact your local Parish Priest to arrange for them to be read.  When this has been done you collect from him a Banns Certificate for which a fee is payable to him and  forward the Certificate to the Parish Office prior to the date of your wedding.  The Clergy cannot marry you at St. Giles unless that Certificate has been received.  The responsibility is yours to make sure that this is done.
NAME OF CLERGY ALLOCATED TO YOUR WEDDING:
REHEARSAL:

Please contact the Clergy allocated to your wedding direct to arrange the date and time for your rehearsal. 

PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEO:  Forms to be signed by your photographer and/or video taker are enclosed and once signed should be returned to the Parish Office by the latest the week before the wedding.  Please note that photographs may not be taken during the wedding service except by the official photographer.
ARE YOU SUPPLYING PRINTED ORDERS OF SERVICE:
            YES/NO

If you are not supplying printed Orders of Service please check that the hymns you want are in the New English Hymnal or SAGE  which are the hymn books used at St. Giles.  Hymns can be found on the New English Hymnal website.
NAMES OF THE TWO WITNESSES:  (Must be over 18 years old)
FEES:  (Please see below)
The fees are based on the information given on this form (e.g. are you having the Organist, Choir or Video).  A detailed account will be sent out about a month before your wedding and must be paid prior to the date of the wedding.  A price list is enclosed to help you work out the Church fees.  The statutory fees are set by the National Church.
ELECTORAL ROLL FORMS:
If you are qualifying to marry at St. Giles by joining the congregation and becoming a member of the Church's Electoral Roll, please make sure your Electoral Roll forms, which are attached, are completed and returned to the Parish Office after you have completed your six months attendance and at least two months prior to your Banns being read so your membership can be ratified by the Parochial Church Council.  
WEDDING PREPARATION
At St. Giles we run a wedding preparation course which is a very useful opportunity to understand more about the wedding service, and the Christian understanding of marriage.  Also it will give you an opportunity to meet other couples getting married at St. Giles and reflect not just on your wedding day but on marriage.  We will be sending you information on this separately.

More information is available in our Wedding Brochure, on our website www.farnborough-kent-parish.org.uk and on www.yourchurchwedding.org.
FEES

I thought it might be useful by way of explanation to have a paragraph about the wedding fees which we charge at St. Giles Church and how we arrive at such figures.  As I am sure you know the Church of England is the established Church of this country, in other words all people are entitled to use the services of their parish church which exists to serve the local community irrespective of whether they attend regularly.  The fees which local churches charge comprises two parts - the national statutory fee which the Church of England decides is appropriate for a wedding,  and the non-statutory fees which St. Giles charges in order to allow it to properly fulfil its duties and obligations.  The wedding fees that we charge you will consist of the national statutory fee and what St. Giles asks you to contribute to ensure that our Church is properly run and available to you in order for your wedding to take place and your marriage to have the best possible start.  I realise getting married can be a very expensive business but I hope you will feel assured it was well worth it and reassuring to know that you have helped to keep this beautiful Church going for future generations, our children and grandchildren.
          Matthew Hughes,  Rector
TABLE OF MARRIAGE FEES - 2011

STATUTORY FEES:





Incumbent

PCC
Publication of Banns

£  15.00

£   7.00

Total

£  22.00

Marriage Certificate

£    3.50

Nil


Total

£    3.50

Marriage Service

£126.00

£136.00*

Total

£262.00
(* for the upkeep of St. Giles Church)










BASIC COST
£287.50
BLESSING on significant Anniversary:





£185.00
ADDED EXTRAS: (NON STATUTORY)  (Please refer to notes below)
*Flowers (to include one pedestal and two pew ends)

£100.00
(
Organist (includes use of Church organ)



£160.00
(
(£170 if soloist required.  If using a soloist any additional

rehearsal time will require a fee paid direct to the Organist)




Please tick
Choir     (£70 if soloist required)




£  60.00
(
all boxes
**Verger







£  25.00
(
required
***Video recording of wedding:




£120.00
(
Heating: (in winter)






£  65.00
(
SECRETARY - ORGANISATION:



£  95.00
(
Although this is not a statutory fee we ask all couples to contribute to the
overall cost of running the Parish Office.  This allows us to offer you, and
others, full secretarial support, help and advice before your wedding and

on going contact afterwards.  

*Flowers:  We place flowers in St. Giles to the glory of God and to beautify the building.  They are arranged by our team of experienced flower arrangers normally on Friday afternoon, if there is a Friday wedding they are done either on Thursday afternoon or Friday morning.  The Porch, all windowsills, the Book of Remembrance cabinet, and a pedestal by the Altar are all decorated. Not later than two months before your wedding please contact our chief flower arranger, Mrs. Barbara Thompson on 01689 855891 to discuss the details with her.  It is not possible for a commercial florist to arrange flowers in St. Giles but you can have commercial florists bring in two additional pre-prepared free standing arrangements when our flower arrangers are in the Church.  These will need to be removed immediately after the wedding as we cannot guarantee the Church will be open for other collection times.  here are no flower arrangements in the Church during Lent (six weeks before Easter) or Advent (four weeks before Christmas).  However flowers are replaced with attractive pedestals of greenery and other foliage.
**Verger:  Although it is not statutory to have a Verger, it is strongly advisable that you opt for one.  The Verger will arrive an hour before your wedding to set up, great guests, welcome latecomers, support your ushers and lead the bridal party to the Church and accompany the bride, father and bridesmaids etc. up the aisle.  The Verger also helps with the storing of pushchairs, lost property, bridal cars and many other practical tasks.

***Video recording of your wedding:  Any recording of your wedding is defined by copyright law as a 'performance'.  Consequently the 'performing' organist is entitled to a £30 fee, and the copyright fee for use of hymns and music for a live performance is £90.

